


I wish you all a very happy, healthy New Year and hope you also have many plant and garden highlights in 2018 —
| will be sharing mine with you in the weekly Bulb Log.

How wonderful it is to
have so many Narcissus
seedlings flowering in the
bulb houses during the
deep mid —winter. It not
only cheers me up but
also keeps me busy
studying each and every
flower, especially now |
have so many growing
without labels in the sand
beds. While they are all
lovely my eye is drawn to
the one on the cover, and
on the right, where the
key and distinct feature
that attracts me is the
‘cup’ shaped corona.
Even in only its third year
since planting there is a
promising rate of increase
as it forms a small clump.
| am tempted to lift a bulb
or two in the summer to
also increase this one in a
pot with a view to perhaps
giving it a name.

One that | named previously is Narcissus ‘Craigton Chorister’.




| have found that having no labels makes me look even closer at each and every flower as | try and identify them.
The majority that | planted into the sand bed were seedlings resulting from our own seed which means that they are
nearly all hybrids involving Narcissus romieuxii, Narcissus cantabricus, Narcissus albidus and their allies.

The yellow seedlings suggest Narcissus romieuxii while the white ones reflect Narcissus albidus or cantabricus.
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Now in its third flowering season the ‘U’ shaped sand bed is full of flowers with many more waves of Narcissus
flowers which will continue to delight until May.
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A few more images of my choice selection from the Narcissus seedlings currently in flower, if it does prove to be a
good grower /increaser then I will name it ‘Craigton Chalice’




The distinctive
cup shaped
corona makes it
stand out from the
mass of flowers
that surround it.

The majority of the flowers at the moment tend towards white many also having white filaments and styles which
along with the early flowering period suggest the inclusion of Narcissus cantabricus foliosus genes.




Some of the diagnostic features that I am looking at is the colour of the filaments and style, also whether they are
contained within the corona ( as above) or are exerted this is the plant I have always known as Narcissus
cantabricus foliosus another characteristic of this plant is the long tapered funnel shaped corona seen below.
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The seamless variation of the hoop-
petticoat group of Narcissus defies the
human urge to classify plants and it
takes a brave person to publish their
opinion but that is exactly what retired
nurseryman Michael Salmon has done
in his recent book ‘A Survey Of The
Genus Narcissus’ .

Salmon has over 50 years of
experience of this genus gained by
studying them in the wild and through
growing them in cultivation and in this
volume he shares his opinions.
Salmon introduces a new Subsection
of Albidae which includes Narcissus
albidus ssp. foliosus the plant |
formally knew as Narcissus
cantabricus foliosus. | have much
sympathy with this conclusion as
having grown this plant for thirty plus
years | have never thought it fitted in
with the other forms of Narcissus
cantabricus | grew.

This book does not cover the
cultivation of the plants but is Michael
Salmons view of the genus informed
by his own experiences and research
and while, as he admits, not all will
agree with his conclusions it is a must
have for anyone with an interest in
Narcissus.

The length of the
pedicel that sits
between the scape and
the flower is also a
key feature of
Narcissus
cantabricus foliosus
— this is best seen
when you pull back
the papery membrane.

The promiscuity | am
seeing within the
Narcissus we grow in
our bulb houses can
also be found in their
native habitats where
many populations are
formed of hybrid
swarms. This is
especially so in the
group that grow in
North Africa such as
Narcissus cantabricus
foliosus.



http://www.srgc.net/forum/index.php?topic=248.720
http://www.srgc.net/forum/index.php?topic=248.720
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The book is extensively and beautifully illustrated with Michael Salmon’s own watercolour illustrations which
show the key features that identify the species including the bulb and section of the leaf to show the distribution of

the vascular bundles one of the diagnostic tools.
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Narcissus albidus ssp. foliosus (M.Salmon) syn Narcissus cantabricus ssp. foliosus

Another with a similar name is Narcissus albicans which is a fertile naturally occurring hybrid between Narcissus
cantabricus and bulbocodium.




Narcissus albicans

An open pollinated seedling of Narcissus albidus ssp. foliosus which may or may not have other parentage.




Narcissus albidus ssp. foliosus

Narcissus albidus ssp. foliosus
Despite the confusion of the naming and the mixed parentage of many of the seedlings I have raised I love them all
not least for the fact that they flower through the dark winter months.




Above and below are some more of the various seed raised hybrids that swarm around our bulb houses.

Mixed Narcissus seedlings.




The dark yellow corona repeated in the filaments and style suggests this is a form of Narcissus romieuxii.
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In one of the more recently planted sand beds in the former Fritillaria house more seedling Narcissus are coming
into flower.




The majority of this group of Narcissus romieuxii seedlings share a slightly flanged corona where the end turns
back.




Narcissus’Cedric Morris’

One Narcissus is flowering in the
open garden that is the dwarf
flowered trumpet daffodil
Narcissus’Cedric Morris’.
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More shoots of promise are ap ' floriferous spring to come.




Undeterred by the intermittent snow and frosts Galanthus and Helleborus shoots are pushing through.
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One day our temperature reached 12C warm enough for this small Iump of Galéiﬁus flowers to open — the same
group featured on the front cover of the first Bulb Log of last year




