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Rhetinantha acuminata

Epiphyte, sympodial herb up to 11 cm, creeping rhizome, elongate
between pseudobulbs, surrounded by non foliaceous sheaths.
Roots thick, produced throughout its length, ca 0.8 mm in diam-
eter. Pseudobulbs separated by 2-5 cm, ovate, flattened, ca 2 x 1
cm, bifoliate at the apex, surrounded basally by 2-3 distichous,
imbricating, early-dehiscent sheaths, ca 2-3.5 cm. Leaves narrowly
oblong, obtuse at the apex, ca 10 x 0.8 cm, membranaceous. Single
flowered inflorescences produced on the rhizome bracts behind
the most recent pseudobulbs, peduncle enveloped by brown-

ish, distichous sheaths. Flower bract sheathing, acute. Flowers

pale yellow, reddish column foot, dark brown anther cap. Sepals
narrowly ovate, acute, spreading, ca 2.2 x 0.35 cm. Petals linear
ovate, acute, subconnivent over the column, ca 1.7 x 0.2 cm. Lip
oblong pandurate, the margins erect at the base, ca 1.2 x 0.4 cm,
callus at the base of the lip ovoid, covered by a sticky material, a
resinous substance, callus at the apex deltoid and covered by the
same material. Column terete, capitate; very short column foot, ca
7.5 x 2.5-1.5. The margins of the clinandrium are conspicuously
ciliate. Stigma ventral. Anther cap obovoid, apiculate. The pollinar-
ium with a hyaline stipe. Pollinia four in two equal pairs, yellow,
obovoid. Capsules with lateral dehiscence.

Rhetinantha acuminata is recognized by its creeping rhizome, in-
florescences surrounded by distichous sheaths, pseudobulbs with
two apical leaves, lip with especially prominent waxy deposits and
ciliate margins of the clinandrium.




