




















Introduction

Every other October the Restoring Southern Gardens and
Landscapes conference takes place at Old Salem, located in Win-
ston-Salem, North Carolina. Old Salem offers an excellent venue
for the conference: this restored center of Moravian community
life is famed for its pioneering efforts in the areas of garden
restoration and historic horticulture. Dating back to the initial
program in 1979, the Old Salem conference has covered an im-
mense array of topics pertaining to garden history. Presentations
have ranged from panel discussions on African American land-
scapes, to explorations of the mentalité of famous gardeners of the
past, to practical workshops on historic plants.

In 1995, the conference planning committee began the publica-
tion of proceedings, thereby achieving a long-held goal of com-
mittee members. The Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies
in the Fine Arts, Chicago, lllinois, along with the North Carolina
Department of Culeural Resources, also saw the importance of
proceedings. Both organizations provided grant assistance that
made the first volume possible. Proceedings from “The Influence
of Women on the Southern Landscape,” held October 5-7, 1995,
have been distributed widely. Those unable to attend the confer-
ence can now read essays that substantially echo two-and-a-half
days of presentations. Participants at the 1995 conference can re-
fresh the knowledge they gained first hand at Old Salem.

While the conference committee was involved with publica-
tion matters relating to 1995, members were also planning the
1997 conference. Looking back, everyone realized the remarkable
expansion of our field since the first conference in 1979. The
commiittee therefore decided to focus the 1997 program on the
variety of theoretical approaches that guide both garden/land-
scape historical scholarship as well as actual “hands-on” projects
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These issues have to be discussed openly between your trainers
and interpretive staft if you want them to do the same with your
visitors. If properly grounded in their period of focus, and if they
are comfortable talking about colonial revivalism among other
staft members, adding new themes to their repertoire 1s not going
to be beyond their capabilities. At Colonial Williamsburg, we’ve
made real progress in this area over the last few years, but we still
have more work to do with our staff to achieve more consistency
and coherency in our overall efforts to interpret the landscape. In-
terpreters who have been properly trained should not hesitate to
address colonial revivalism’s impact upon their museum’s land-
scape, nor should they feel embarrassed to discuss valid reasons for
its retention, such as:

* how the process of American historic landscape preservation
influenced outdoor museums;

* how authenticity standards have evolved over time;

* how new archaeological techniques/technologies have helped
to shape those perceptions.

There are alternative ways to interpret what might have been
on your site originally besides relying upon a physical re-creation
of a garden: brochures, an artist’s rendering/drawing, or a comput-
er-generated axonometric rendering of the site, showing different
treatments at different times in the site’s history, etc. We have only
just begun to explore the potential of video-imaging and com-
puter technology as it might apply to the museum and historic
preservation fields.

One final cardinal rule: don’t apologize for what you do or do
not have! Your museum has inherited what was left to your stew-
ardship by your predecessors. Your challenge is to make your land-
scape setting work for you.

There are no easy answers in dealing with a colonial revival
landscape, but preservation should always be considered first. Be-
fore you elect to make any radical changes to a colonial revival
garden, explore all other alternative avenues first. Ask yourself,
“Do I have enough new information or evidence which is com-
pelling and convincing enough to warrant major changes?”;“Am
I using all of my existing resources in the most effective ways to
fulfill my site’s mission/purpose?” If you can honestly say yes to

Interpreting Colonial Revival Gardens in Changing Times

79













































































































































































































































	Structure Bookmarks
	H1
	Contents
	Introduction
	The Story of Landscape Restoration in the South
	REFERENCES
	Preserving the Spirit of the Place
	I. The Moffatt-Ladd House, Portsmouth, New Hampshire
	II. Kubota Garden, Seattle, Washington
	III. Winterthur Gardens, Delaware
	IV The Walker Rock Garden, West Seattle
	Treatment of CulturalLandscapes
	Applying the Secretary of the Interior'sStandards and Guidelines
	Introduction
	The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties
	Defining a Primary Treatment
	Evaluating Treatment Actions
	Treatment Considerations
	Conclusion
	The Role of the Interpretive Program in the Restoration of Historic Landscapes
	Interpreting Colonial Revival Gardens in Changing Times
	The Broader Southern Landscape—from Rice Fields to Earthworks
	Rice Culture Resources
	Civil War Resources
	Historical Sketch of fie Happy Hill Landscape ■
	Chainyballs, Tennis- ball Lettuce, and the Breast of Venus Peach
	Searching for the Plants of Thomas Jefferson
	Tennis-ball Lettuce
	The ‘Tainted Ladies”
	Through the Mind’s Eye
	Conceptualizing Historic Landscapes
	Preserving Jefferson’s “Garden University”
	The Founder's Vision
	Refurbishment and Renewal
	Restoration by The Garden Chib of Virgin ia




