
Isotoma axillaris, the Australian 

Harebell, is a lovely native plant, 

widespread in New South Wales, Victoria 

and south-eastern Queensland.  In its 

native environment, it thrives in well-

drained sandy soil in rock crevices, on 

rocky cliffs and around waterholes, 

particularly those composed of sandstone 

and granite. This low growing perennial is also eminently 

suitable for garden planting and will reward you with an 

abundance of mauve-blue flowers from late spring 

through to autumn. Handle the stems and leaves 

carefully, as the milky sap is quite acrid and can irritate 

the skin and eyes, although this can also be a bonus, a 

useful deterrent to grazing herbivores. Isotoma axillaris is visited by 

native bees and other insects although the flower structure indicates it 

is probably pollinated by nocturnal moths. 

Some botanists include the genus Isotoma 
in the family Campanulaceae; others in the 

Lobeliaceae. Doubtless in the next few 

years, molecular biologists will put us out 

of our misery and resolve this perplexing 

conundrum. The Isotoma flowering in the 

Biology courtyard garden was donated by 

Nola Hancock, Post-Doctoral Research 

Fellow in Biological Sciences.   
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