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RBAPS : Payments for PROVED result’'s
| How come?

2 filters:
. 1 —the farmer really HAS the ecological HNV grasslands (eligibility for selection)
% 2 —the farmer really KEPT the ecological HNV grasslands (eligibility for payment)
What this brings?
| = Less administrative burden for administration (control limited to a limited number of species)
| - Less strict unnecessary rules for farmers

- More adaptability of farming practices to local conditions (wet year/dry year, slope, altitude
etc.)

- Awareness raising between farmers & field-inspectors




Pros and cons of RBAPS
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Clear link between payment In some cases it is not

and biodiversity objective possible to design indicators

“Production” of biodiversity of biodiversity results

becomes part of farming system Managing authorities does not
always have access to

expertise to set up a RBAPS

Farmers must be willing to
accept a results-based
approach

Farmers are rewarded for their
entrepreneurial effort

Greater public recognition of
farmer’s role in maintaining
biodiversity
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S - - - The conservation The Golden Eagle
I tu atl O n I n performance payment scheme (Aquila
scheme for lynx (Lyax lnx) chiysaetos)

E and walverine [Gufo gula). o = A
u rO p e Operating since 2000 1993

Conservation and

Meadow Bird 3 enhancement of

Agreements, e species-rich grasslands
: £ .

operated hetween R in Brandenburg,

2000 and 2006 Trialled in 2008

BurrenLIFE farming
for conservation
prograrmrne,
Operating since 2010

Species rich grassland
scheme in Baden-
Wirttemberg - MEKA
programme B4, Operating
from 2000

Merit Based Incame
from Sustainable
Land Management
in Mountain
Farming. Pilot
project,

Species rich grassland
programme (Flowering
Meadows Scheme).
Operating since 2006

To imprave the floristic
Source: Preseryation and diversity of meadows and

enhancement of species !
. pastures and their structural
http.//blogs.ec.europa.eu/rba rich grassland (Ecological diversity in the Canton

pS/flleS/2014/09/RBPS- Compensation Areas), Solathurn, Operating since
map.png Operating since 2001 1995
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. Tarnava Mare:

The Roma
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!, approx. 85,000 ha, 350-
700 m altitude:
Continental b-g region

! Pogany-havas (Muntii
14 Ciucului):
W4 approx. 60,000 ha, 650-

”i * 1500 m altitude: alpine b-g

! region

¢ —~> HNV, Natura 2000,
* good relations between
| project partners and

farmers
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RBAPS rewards management that produces good quality hay
& protects wild species

Rewarded result = indicator species
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Assessment of indicator species

Monitoring in 2015 to determine suitable species, which:

v Only grow at low intensity hay meadows

v’ Are associated with high plant & animal species richness
v’ Are associated with good quality hay

v’ Are not rare

v’ Are sensitive to changes in management




30 indicator species for TM & PH

Trollius europaeus

Same list for two regions
Easily to recognize

Species groups to avoid
confusion

Flowering in spring-
summer

Indicators for wet, mesic
& dry meadows

Fragaria spec.



30 indicator species for TM & PH

Scorzonera purpuraea
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Filipendula vulgaris Leucanthemum vulgaris Thymus spec.




Payment levels

3 payment levels calculated based on a
methodology (income foregone and additional
costs) agreed by the Managing Authority:

— 5 species: €213/ ha / year

— 8 species: €229/ ha/ year

— 10 species: €259/ ha/year

Contract holders...

& - cannot step down during contract period
. > are incentivised to manage in a way to step up | N
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Why these levels?

Number of transects M habitat congion A T habitt condiion B et conduen®
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Indicator recording method

"« Used by farmers AND payment agencies

Number of species per transect section
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First impressions

Farmers are appreciating the flexibility of 5
the scheme, allowing them to manage their |
lands according to their local conditions

- area in pilot limited by budget (much more
| farmers were willing to join the scheme)

| « Farmers already recognise many of
' the species

- Further information needed to assist self-
assessment: training, guidance booklets



range of parcel sizes

... Contracted parcels 2016 -

vy

16 farmers 45 parcels |n TM 63 ha
60 farmers, 162 parcels in PH = 110 ha
| (Many smalller parcels in PH than TM)

number of ha

Most contracts were for the basic level 5 ind sp.

. Meadow types

| - 6210 (Semi-natural dry grasslands and
§ scrubland facies on calcareous substrates)

- 6510 (Lowland hay meadows)
6520 (Mountain hay meadows)
Other High Nature Value grasslands (not N2k)

5ind sp 8ind sp 10 ind sp
number of indsp
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Monitoring in TM &
PH to identify
suitable indicator ¢+ Contacting farmers

species - Gathering parcels &

i » Training for farmers,
making contracts

control by farmers « 2nd

Scientific monitoring themselves scientific
of parcels & indicator

species

Specialists carry out ~ monitoring
repeat monitoring, of parcels

with payment Evaluation
agency staff
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Outlook

Evaluation of implementation after 2018

Working closely with Managing Authority and Paying
Agency makes integration into national policy post
2020 more possible?

Possible use as an option for Natura 2000 areas?




For further information

SUMMARY
Results-based Payments for of
Biodiversity Results-based Payments for
Guidance Handbook Biodiversity
Designing and implementing Guidance Handbook

results-based agﬁ_enwronmem resuIts?:as;%rg'g:?:ni\:?rzf;\ee;ﬁ:ghemes
schemes 2014-2020

2014-2020

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/rbaps/handbook/index_en.htm




Thank you for your attention!
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