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TAXONOMY
Plant Family
Scientific Name Gentianaceae
Common Name Gentian
Species Scientific Name
Scientific Name Gentiana Griseb
Varieties sceptrum
Sub-species
Cultivar

Common Synonym(s) _
Dasystephana menziesii (Grisebach) Arthur

Gentiana menziesii Grisebach
Gentiana sceptrum Grisebach var. sceptrum
Gentiana sceptrum var. cascadensis M. Peck

Gentiana sceptrum var. humilis Engelmann ex A.
Gray




Pneumonanthe menziesii (Grisebach)

Pneumonanthe sceptrum (Grisebach) Greene

Common Name(s)

King’s scepter gentian,
King gentian
Pacific gentian

Staff gentian
Species Code (as per USDA Plants GESC
database)
GENERAL INFORMATION
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North Coast, Outer North Coast Ranges from BC to
California.,

Ecological distribution

Wetlands, Bogs, wet meadows and along the coast.

Climate and elevation range,

Sun:
Prefers sun or partial shade.,,

Elevation:
More prominent in lower elevations, but can be found
in elevations ranging from 45 to 330 ft,

Annual Precipitation:
36 - 55 inches,

Temperature:

Coldest Season, Hottest Season,
17-44°F 60-80°F
Zones:

USDA zones: 6-9b.,

Local habitat and abundance

Known as a wetland indicator species.

Some associated species include:

Sitka spruce, western hemlock, Pacific silver fir zones.
Western red cedar, alder, willow, black cottonwood,
and bog or moist meadow.,




Plant strategy type / successional
stage

Intolerant to shade. Grows with stable plant
communities.,

Plant characteristics

Gentiana sceptrum is a forb. It growth height ranges
from 18-36 inches (45-90 cm with a width of 8 inches
(20 cm). The leaves are opposite, oblong-lanceolate in
shape and are green. The flowers grow in
inflorescences. The corollas are blue with streaks of
green. The flowers are tubular with 5 lobes. The fruits
are elliptic-oblong capsules. The seeds are
spindle-shaped and are about 1.5-2mm long.,

PROPAGATION DETAILS
Ecotype NA
Propagation Goal Plants
Propagation Method Seed
Product Type Container Plug
Stock Type NA

Time to Grow

Seeds can be sowed directly into soil in the fall, or
outplanted after germination in the spring.
Germination can be sporadic.,

Target Specifications

18-36”

Propagule Collection Instructions

Harvest seed directly from ripe pods. Pods are ripe
when they began to break open. Seeds should be
shown in fall or in early spring after stratification with
the highest germinations rates with in the first
season.s, Seeds should be kept dry and sent to supplier
as quickly as possible..

Propagule Processing/Propagule
Characteristics

Produces an abundance of small seed that disperse
well in autumn.

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments

Remove from ripe capsule, store in a dry place and
planted immediately in autumn or following early
spring. Stratification is required and is most successful
with outdoor stratification. Seeds should be sown into
moist soil and refrigerated for 8 weeks if sown in the

spring.,

Growing Area Preparation / Annual
Practices for Perennial Crops

Seed normally germinate in the dark. Plant in moist,
humus rich soil that is lime free.,, Normally
germinates in the dark.

Establishment Phase Details

Germination requires a stratification, but germination
times can range greatly.,

Length of Establishment Phase

It can take 14-180 days for seeds to germinate and
produce seedlings.,

Active Growth Phase

Seedlings grow slowly in the spring and will grown
through the summer. They flower between July and




September and go dormant in the winter. A small basal
rosette grows within the first summer.,

Length of Active Growth Phase

6-8 months,

Hardening Phase

Plants go dormant in fall, the basal leaves turning
purple. In late fall, new shoots emerged and basal
leaves withered.,

Length of Hardening Phase

NA

Harvesting, Storage and Shipping

NA

Length of Storage

Plants grown in containers or flats should be
outplanted during the spring of their second growing
season.

Guidelines for Outplanting /
Performance on Typical Sites

Can require 2-7 years before flowering.;

Other Comments

This plant may require light during germinations and
fluctuating temperatures during stratification.,
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