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Theformat of the publication issuch
that the names of the fruitsand veg­
etables are grouped based on plant
families. Hence. plant names are listed
alphabetically by Englishfamily names
and Englishcommon names. The
format can also function asa refer­
ence guide for those practicing crop
rotation by ensuringthat the ensuing
crop grown in a particular field isnot in
the same family. In addition. the
notations or numbers in superscript
found throughout the publication are
all compiled on page 11.

Lastly.some of the fruitsand veg­
etables listed are not common or
abundant on Guam but are found on
a very srnosscale basis.

Islandhistory revealsthat a great
number of fruitsand vegetables were
introduced during the Spanishera.
And as such. most of the socot names
are either similarwith or a variation of
Spanishsounding names. In contrast.
the more recently introduced species
have either Englishor AsiatiCsounding
names and. In some Instances.the
Englishor Asiatic names are adopted
entirely as local names,
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ThispublicatIon was developed to
provide Information on local and
scientific names of fruits and veg­
etables of Guam. However. notice Is
given that botanical (SCientific) names
of plants change periodically as tax­
onomy work further refines plant group­
Ings. In addition. the local names cited
are based on the authors' familiarity
and do not necessarily impart the
notion that these names are in fact
"the- or official local names. Because
Chamorro Isprincipally a spoken
language. some local names as well as
their spelling may vary among
Chamorros. Some local names. for
example "Kornbo" for Cucumber.
have evolved as a result of farmers
common usage. Notice should also be
taken that some local names vary
between Guam and the Common­
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,



A~t.tlJUi~ft.Htilr A~~Ui~t.teu
Garlic Ahos Alliumsatlvum. (ahos)
Onion. bulb SeboUas Allium cepa

(sebolas) (Proliferumgroup)
Onion. Green Bunching SebollasChamorro Allium fistulosum

(s/bo las Chamo"o)

Ala,,'" t~i'r At.Mteu
Coco Yom SunlnHonolulu Xanthosoma vol/aceum4
(White TuberTaro) (sunin Honolulu)
Giant DryLand Taro Plga A/ocasio Indica 1

(peega)
Giant Swamp Taro Baba Cyrtosperma edule2

(0000)
RedToro Sunl Coiocosa esculenta3

(sunl)

BAA4Jf4 0.. 111",4 Umily 1U"fMeu
Banana.De~ertType Aga5 Muse spp.6

(aga)
Cavendish Group
Giant Cavendish Laketon
Dwarf Cavendish Guahu
Valerie Chiquita (Taiwann
Williams

Lady Fingergroup
Apple Banana Manila
Fiji Fiji
Jamaican Red
Other Makao

Banana, Cooking Type Chotda8 Musa Spp.6
(chotda)

Common varieties Galayan
Long
Saba (Alsocalled Palau)
Tanduki

8;'4 14Mily 8istMeu
Annatto Achote Bblaorellana
(LipstickPlant) (achote)

CAp"·, 1AAlity CttPPAftWt.te4e
Capers (Local) Atkaparas Capperis spinosa

(at ka pa (as) var.mariana
Capers (Imported) Capperis cordifolia

COMMON NAME CHAMORRO NAME BOTANICALNAME



Annona muricata

Annona squamosa

Annona reticulata

Atis
(a tis)
Laguana
(Iagwana)

• Mjslakenly called lych;(iI'E:!

Sweetsop
(Sugarapple)
Soursop

Custard Apple Anonas
(Bullocks-heart) (0nonas)
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Talisai
(ta lee sai)

C",t4l-~Apple 01&A....O .. 414~ilr

TerminaliacatappaLocal Almond

Citrusreticulta

Citrusaurantium

Cffrusgrandis

Citrussinensis

Citrusaurantifolia

Triphasiatritolia

Limonia aurantifolia

Citrusauranfltolia
Citruslimon

Citrusparadisf

CffrusmitlsKalamansi
(ka 10man si)
Hahet-rncqos?
(ka hit ma gas)
Lemon-lime
Lemon-reat
(Ieman te at)
Lemon-chena
(Iemon chee no)
Lemon-de-chena
(Ieman de chee na)
Lemon-adamelong
(Ieman a dame long)
Kahet
(ka hit)
kohet-rnccos?
(ka hit ma gas)
Lalangha
(/a lang ha)
Lalanghita
(/a /a nghl ta)

Spondias cytherea

Spondiaspurpurea

Mangitera odorata

Mangifera indica

Kasoy
(kasay)
Mangga
(mangga)
Manggan Solpan
(mang gan so ;pan)
Sineguelas
(sine gue las)
Vi Applet

Tangerine

SourOrange

Pamela

Orange

Mexican/Keylime

Umeberry

Lime(Local)

Kusailime
Lemon

Grapefruit

Calamondin lemon

ViApple

SpanishPlum

Mongo. Soipan

Mango

Anacardium occidentaleCashew

Papalia
(po palo)

Carica papayaPapaya

COMMON NAME CHAMORRO NAME BOTANICALNAME
o
o
o
n
o
o
~

C
L
o
U

[

o
[



COMMON NAME CHAMORRO NAME BOTANICALNAME

CrCM 1~i'" CruJ4Ce4e
Federico Palm Fadang Cycas cirinolis

(fa dang)

~i"ge"1~ilv ~i"4it.eMCe4e
ChineseGinger (White) Ginger ling/ber offic/nole
Tumeric (Yellow) Mangu Curcuma longo

(mangu)

~ou~ 01& Cucu,,&itf~ilr CucUla&it4U4e
Bittermelon Atmagosu Momordica charantia

(atmagosu)
Bottle Gourd Kalaboso Lagenaria sicetona

(kalabasa)
Cantaloupe Melon-bostos Cucumismelo

(me Ion bas Ius) (ReticulatusGroup)
Cucumber Komba Cucumis sotivus

(kamba)
Pepino7
(pep/no)

HoneyDew Melon-fino Cucumismelo
(me Ion fee nul (Inodorous Group)

Melon: Local White and Peplno Cucumismelo
Oriental Yellowvarieties (pep/no)

Pepinon-pakpak7
(pe pi non - pak pak)

Pumpkin Kalamosa Cucurbita pepo
(ka/amasa)

SpanishGourd Choiote Sechiumedule
(Chayote) (cha; 0 Ie)
Vegetable Sponge Patola Luffa acutangula
(Sponge Gourd) (po to 10)
Watermelon Chondiya Citrullustonotus

(chan d; yo)
Waxgourd Kondot Benincasa hispida

(kon dot)

~~~ 1~ilr 41&~i"e4e
Corn Mals- Helotis10 lea mays

(ma is) - (he 10"5)
Rice Fa'e Oryzasativa

(foe)
Sugarcane Tupo Saccharum officinarum

(Iu pu)
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L4""et 14~Ur Lt.uM(eu
Avocado A~ageta Perseaamericana

(a10ge ta)

Lilv 1~itv Lilit.teu
Asparagus I Asparagus Asparagus officina/is11

1U4bbe"1~itv 1tuli4uu
Coffee Kafe

(kafae)
Arabian Coffea arab/co
Liberian Coffea tiberlca
Robusta Coffea canephora

1!f4~044"V1~i1V 1Uetit.uu
Santol Santot Sondoricum koetjope

(san tot)

ffl4ttow 14~ilV fflfJfl4teU
Okra (Gumbo) Okra Abelmoschus esculentus

1!f4"4..t 1~Uv ffl4fi4ttt4U4e
Arrowroot Aroruor Sagu Moranta arundinocea12

(oro ro/sagu)

1!fi..t 1~ilV lAi4te4
Mint or SpanishMint Verba buena Mentha aNensis

(jet babwe no)

1!fO""",9~lo"V 14~itV eoJJtlOlu,,14ce4e
Swamp Cabbage Kangkong Ipomoea oquatlca

(kong kong)
Sweet Potato Kamuti Ipomoea batatas

(ka mu til

1!f"t~e"laV1~itv 1Uolaet.teu
Breadfruit Lemai Artocarpus ati/is

(Iemai)
Breadfru~t , Dokdok Artocarpus mariannensis
(Seeded Breadfruit) (dog dog)
Jak-fruit or Jackfruit Langka Artocarpus heferophyllu5

(Langka)



1Uk~tt.W0.. Ctakei/e"141tU1¥ '8..~~iu.ce4e
Broccoli Broccoli Brass/cooleracea
BrussueJsSprouts BrussuelsSprouts (Gemmlfera Group)
Cauliflower Cauliflower (Botrytis Group)
Chinese Cabbage Napa Brass/corapa

(napa)
Pok-Chov PetsaJ (Chlnensi Group)
Petsai Petsal
Won-Bok (Peklnensls Group)

Head Cabbage Cabbage Brassicaoleracea
Rapollo7 (Capltata Group)
(rapo ju)

Radish Radish Raphanus sativus

1Urtatle 1~ibt 1Uv..tt.ee4e
Guava Abas Psldiumguajavo

(abos)
Java Plum or Jambolan Llmboy Syzygiumcumini

(lim boy)
Malay Apple Makupa Syzygiummo/occensis
(Mountain Apple) tma ku po)
Wax Jambu Makupa Syzygiumsomorangense
(Mountain Apple) (macupa)

'I1i9kt~ktJe f~ily ~ol~t.eet.e
Eggplant Berenghenas Solanummelongena

(be fe nghe nos)
Pepper. Cayenne Chili Doni pika Capsicum annuum

(do nl pee ka) (longum Group)
Pepper. Sweet or Bell Donlmamis Capsicum annuum

(do ni rna mls) (Grossum Group)
Pepper. Wild Chili Doni soli Capsicum frutescens

(do n;so lee)
Potato Batatos Solanum tuberosum

(00 fa fos)
Tomato Tomatis Lycopersicon esculentum

(to ma tis)

6~f~lJJ 6tt.e4e4e
Sour Cherry Plut Ximen/o americana

(pee uf)

COMMON NAME CHAMORRO NAME BOTANICALNAME
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Granada
(granada)

Punica granatumPomegranate

Brometiaananas
I

Pina
(peena)

Pipernigrum

Pineopple

Pupulu
(pu pu lu)
Primenta
(pree men to)

BetelPepper
(Betel-Ieof)
Block Pepper

Piperbeetle

Passionfruit I Possionfruit Pass/floraedulis

I Carrot Dacus carotaCarrot

A variety of P. fragrans

A variety of P. fragrans

Pandanus fragrans

Fojoo
('ajao)

Aggog
(aggag)

generally not eaten)
TextilePondon
Spreoding Plont/No Fruits
(leaves used for weaving)
SmollPlont/Smoll Frults
(leaves used assplce)

SpreadingPlant/LargeFruits Pohong
(Broad thorny teoves-Nots edible) (pO hong)
TollPlont/Smoll Fruits Kofu
(Thinthorny leaves-Nuts (ka fu)

Pandanusdub/us

Cocos nucifera

Veltchla me"iilii

Areca catechuPuguo (pugwo)
Ugom (ugam)
Chongngo (chang nga)
Puguo Cheeno
(pugwachee no)
Niyog
(nee jog)

Coconut

Betel-nut
Red flesh nut
White fleshnut

Chinesebetel-nut
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,/)a.ote4 f4lf4ily 'lla.ote4U4t
Macadamia I Macadamia Macadamia ltitegrifolia

'Pul~e 01& ~e4141f4ily 14&t.te4t
Cuamenchftl Kamachele Pffhecellobium dulce

(ka rna chee lee)
Mungbean Monggos Phaseolusradiata

(monggus)
Peanut Kakaguatis Arachis hypogaea

(ka ka gwa tis)
Pole Bean Abuchuelas Phaseolusvulgaris

(a buchwe las)
Tamarind Kalamendo Tamarindusindica

(ka la men do)
Yam Bean Hikamas Pachyrrhlzuserosus

(hikamas)
Yardlong Bean Friholis Vigna unguiculata

(fri ho lis) sesquipedalis
Wingbean Slgldiyas Psophocarpus

(sigi di jas) tetragono/obus

~(t.pi",b(t.!4,..illJ ~4pib4U4t
Longan Longan Euphoria longana
Rambutan Rambutan Nephellum lappaceum

~4pOt4 fMUlr ~4p04U4t
Chicle Chlku Manllkara zapota

(cheeku)

~PUMt t(t...ulr lupkofl&i4tt4t
Cassava Mendloka Manihot esculenta13

(men dloka)
Tahitian Gooseberry Iba Phyllonthusacidus

(Eba)

U.CCt+ !4If4ilV ...L4cC4U4t
Arrowroot Gabgab Tocco leontopetaloides14

(gab gab)

1.iti~ 141f4ilV 1.ili4U4e
Panama Cherry Mansanlta Muntingio catotxso

(man sa nee tal

COMMON NAME CHAMORRO NAME BOTANICALNAME
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1/$t t~ilr 1JitMtt.e
Grape Ubas Vitisrotundifolia

(ubos)

~oob ..~o»ett~ilr (j~tJib4tet.e
Pickle Tree Pikul Aveatvx: bilimbl

(peekul)
Starfrult (Carambola) Bilimbinls Averrhoa carambola

(be Jembe nis)

tt~ 14~illJ l>io~co~f+tet.e
Yam 15 (Round Stem) Dagun apaka Dioscorea routundeta

Globular tubers with (do gon 0poko)
white crumbly flesh

Yam 15 (Winged Stem) Dloscorea alata
Purplish flesh & skin Dagunogaga
with globular tubers (do gon 0go go)

Purplish ftesh & skin Dagun Lulok
with long tubers (do gon Juluk)

White flesh & firm Dagun hoya
branched like tubers (do gun ho 10)

Yam. Spiny Gadu Dioscorea esculenta
Thorny vines and roots (godu) var. spinosa

Yam. Wild Nika Dloscorea esculenta
Thorny vines (n;ko) var. fasclculato

COMMON NAME CHAMORRO NAME BOTANICALNAME



13 Cassava root milled into flour is called tapioca.

14 Tubers of the gabgab are edible if processed into a fine storch.

15 The local name" Dagu· can be used to refer to all Round and Winged Stem Yams.

6 The origin of most eating varieties come from the species Musa balbisiana and the origin of most
cooking varieties come from the species Musaacuminata. However. as a result of mutations and cross
breeding occurrences between these two principal edible species. several varietal groups and
subgroups of eating and cooking varieties have emerged. Thus.not all eating varieties are of the species
bafbisiana and not all the cooking varieties are of the species acuminata. In addition. there ore
numerous ornamental musa plants.

7 Local name used primarily in the Northern Marianas.

BThe term "chotec" could mean either "banana plcnt" or "unripe banana fruit: It is also used to
distinguish cooking varieties from dessert varieties. Cooking varieties are generally harvested and
prepared when not fully ripe, thus, the term "cnotdo." However, cooking varieties may be prepared
when fully ripe as well.

9'The term Kahet Magas isoften used for both large fruited citrus; i.e. the Pamela and the Grapefruit
(Citrus paradisl). No other local term isknown to distinguish between Pomelo and Grapefruit.

10 The term "hetotis" implies corn with young and soft kernels. sweet corn or "corn-an-the-cob: The
term "mols: is used for mature. hard kernels, and generally a term used to differentiate field corn from
sweet com.

11 The ornamental "leof" asparagus grown locally isA. plumosus.

12 The root of the aroru can be milled into a fine storch,

l The Alocoslo isprimarily known as an arnamental species including the popular giant Elephant Ear.
However. inthe South Pacific. the parent corms ortubers of the edible varieties of Alocasia are important
and economically significant.

2 Cyrtosperma isan economically important species in Micronesia. It isprincipally cultivated inwetland
culture for consumption of the parent corm.

3 Colocasia includes dry and wet land varieties. The parent corm of the Colocasia isof principal interest
in its cultivation. However. the leaves of most species are edible when processed into some farm of
spinach dish.

4 InGuam. the Xanthosoma iscultivated primarily for itsside shoots or "sucker corms' ratherthan forthe
parent corm. Some new introductions are also grown for their leaves and petioles for preparation as a
type of spinach.

5 The term "ago· means "ripe banana fruit." It isalso used to distinguish dessert varieties from cooking
varieties.
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Special thanks to:
CALSMedia for layout and design
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V.T.Artero. F.J.Cruz and V.M. Santos are Extension agents with the Agriculture & Noturct Resources unit
of the Guam Cooperative Extension.

The Programs of the Guam Cooperative Extension. University of Guam ore open to all regardless of age.
race. color. notional origin. religion. sex or disability.

Issued in furtherance of the U.S. Cooperative, Extension Work. Acts of May 8 and June 30. 1914 in
cooperation with the Extension Service, United states Department of Agriculture (ES-USDA).Chin-fton
Lee. Dean/Director. Guam Cooperative Extension. College of Agriculture and Ufe Sciences. University
of Guam.


